
 

Continued Continued 

The Leading IT Solution for 

Awarding Organisations 

and EPA Organisations 

The Quartz information system has been developed by Portico Consulting to 

support the entire lifecycle of learning and qualification development and the EPA 

Value Chain. 
 
 

eCertificates, Online Authentication and AuthentiQual©

Quartz offers outstanding versatility in the 

production of paper certificates. This includes 

multi-sectioned certificates with printer-bin 

allocation, multiple collation options, an 

unlimited number of templates, and certificate-

by-certificate ‘intelligent’ formatting and 

printable elements. 

Awarding organisations have always faced the 

problem of just how to ensure that their 

certificates are authentic and can be seen to be 

authentic. In a digital age, whilst a high-quality 

paper certificate is still valued by learners, they 

increasingly expect this to be complemented with 

an eCertificate – and eCertificates also need to 

have a secure, visible authentication mechanism. 

Quartz offers two additional features to address 

these needs: eCertificates and web-based & 

AuthentiQual©-based secure authentication for 

both eCertificates and traditional paper 

certificates. 

Authentication: 

Online & AuthentiQual© 

Ensuring that the value of certificates is not 

compromised by forgery has always been 

important. This has traditionally been achieved 

through the use of pre-printed paper, sometimes 

including security features such as watermarks, 

holograms, specialised substrate, etc. 

Quartz offers two online authentication options, 

both of which virtually eliminate the possibility of 

forgery, and remove the need for expensive 

secure paper.  

Web-based Authentication 

 

Web-based authentication of a certificate 

QuartzWeb includes a page where anyone 

(prospective employer, college, university, etc.) 

can enter key information found on a Quartz 

certificate and receive immediate confirmation of 

that certificate’s authenticity. The combination of 

information cannot be predicted (providing 

authentication) and also cannot be used to 

‘browse’ for information (the data remains 

confidential and secure). 

QR-code Authentication: ‘AuthentiQual.com’ 

Unique QR codes are embedded on eCertificates 

or printed onto paper certificates. Scanning the 

QR code provides secure authentication of the 

certificate.  
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e-Certificate: … scan the 

QR code from the screen
Instant, 24/7, secure, 

authoritative authentication

Aut hent iQual.com

Unique QR code embedded 

on paper & e-Certificates

QR-code authentication 

Instant, 24/7, certificate 

authentication for prospective 

employers, colleges, etc.. 

Quartz embeds unique QR 

codes on paper and e-

Certificates. Verification is 

provided by AuthentiQual.com 

using any smart phone with a 

QR reader.  

Paper certificate: … scan 

the QR code from paper

 

eCertificates 

Quartz provides facilities to mirror traditional 

paper-based printed certificates with 

eCertificates. These are PDF files with 

backgrounds corresponding to the pre-printed 

certificate paper and, as with paper certificates, 

each certificate may have multiple pages with 

multiple backgrounds. 

The eCertificates have an AuthentiQual QR code 

embedded in them which provides secure 

authentication. The eCertificate files can be safely 

copied and distributed by e-mail or through the 

web, and are virtually unforgeable1. 

eCertificates are available to authorised centres 

through QuartzWeb via a link from each 

class/cohort. This allows a centre to select one or 

more learners and for their certificates to be 

downloaded as a single ‘zipped’ file, which 

optionally (at the centre user’s choice) can be 

password-protected. 

eCertificates will also be made available directly 

to learners through the Quartz Candidate Portal. 

Summary 

Quartz enables awarding organisations to be 

among the first to offer eCertificates and QR 

 

1 ’Virtually’ unforgeable: each QR code is protected by embedding a 

unique number with 3.4 x 1038 different possibilities; over 1,000 billion 
possibilities as many stars as there are in the universe! 

certificate authentication. Centres are able to 

benefit from this industry-leading innovation 

which offers faster certificate turnaround times 

and the latest paperless secure technology. 

Learners will also appreciate the advantages that 

eCertificates and QR verification technology bring 

to them; awarding organisations and their 

centres can use this as an additional USP. 

 

Portico Consulting  

Portico Consulting provides a range of 

management consultancy and technology 

services in the public, not-for-profit and 

education sectors. We have extensive experience 

supporting the operations of awarding 

organisations and our systems manage the 

achievement records and certification of millions 

of learners. 

Please contact us if you would like to discuss 

Quartz or other areas in which we may be able to 

help: 

Email: mail@quartz-system.com 

Website: www.quartz-system.com 

Tel: 01483 226910 
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